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Healthy Insurance? 
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 Pricing? 
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US Income Breakdown 

Income 2010 AGI 

Top 1%  Over $369,691 

Top 5%  Over $161,579 

Top 10%  Over $116,623 

Top 25%  Over   $69,126 

Top 50%  Over   $34,338 

Bottom 50%  Under $34,338 
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US Health Care Expenditures  
$2.5  trillion    2009 

$714 billion   1990 

$253 billion   1980  

Spending on health care 

was $8086 per person &  

17.6% of the GDP,  

the highest of all industrialized 

nations! 
 

Centers For Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2011 
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Per Capita Total Current Health Care Expenditures 
OECD Health Data, 2010 
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The Uninsured 
 

51 million uninsured 
US Census Bureau, 2009 

 

Americans spent $138.5 

billion in out -of-pocket 

health care expenses. 
US Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2010 

 
 

How much do 

you pay? 

Do you want 

to pay more $ 

out-of-pocket? 
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62% of bankruptcies in US are due to 

medical bills! 

Every 30 seconds someone files for 

bankruptcy after a serious health problem.  
American Journal of Medicine, 2011 
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Out Of Here? 
Surgery: $200,000 vs $8,000 

Medical Tourism 

Tom Hiland 800.466.9502 
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Public Surveys On Health Careé 
 

Ò48% worry about health care safety 
 

Ò50% of chronic condition pts 

experience a medical error 
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Ò14% filed malpractice lawsuits 
 

Ò55% were dissatisfied with the quality 

of care, up from 44% just 4 yrs ago  
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Ò33% who saw a printed 

drug ad didnôt notice 

the small print 

summarizing a drug's 

risks & side-effects  

ÒOf those who did notice 

the print, only 33% 

said they read it 
1,920 ads per year 



13  

Drug Ads & FDA Guidelines 

ü18% were compliant with FDA guidelines 

ü58% did not quantify serious risks  

ü48% lacked verifiable references  

ü29% failed to present adequate efficacy 
Public Library of Science, 2011 
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43% believe             

only drugs that are               

"completely safe"     

can be advertised! 
 

American Association of 

Retired Persons 
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46% would be 

"disappointed"                  

if their doctor turned 

down the pt's request for 

an advertised drug  
 

15% said they would 

consider switching 

physicians! 
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Be Smarté Never tell a patient to get off 

a prescription medication, just provide 

information for them. Always consult with a 

physician or resource to see if there is an 

interaction effect with any drug, vitamin, 

mineral, herb, food, lifestyle or condition. 
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Prevention In A Pill? 
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US Consumed By Drugs 
Americans make up 5% of the 

worldôs population but consume 50% 

of all prescription drugs. 

The global pharmaceutical market 

grew to $880 billion in 2011  

at a compound annual growth rate of 

5-7%.  
IMS Health, 2011 



Drug Expenditure Per Capita 
 

 1. US    $956 

 2. Canada  $744 
OECD Health Data, Nov 2011  
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Now Thatôs Excessive! 
 

The New England Journal of Medicine 

defines excessive medication as more 

than 1,000 pills in a lifetime or more than    

365 in a year! 
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Takinô Drugs?  
48% of Americans took at least one 

prescription drug in the past month, 31% took 

2 or more 

11% took 5 or more 

CDC, 2010 

25% of US children are taking a prescription 

drug for a chronic condition! 
Reuters, 2009 
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Retail Prescriptions 

Å Total  = 3.5 billion  

Å Sales = $307.4 billion 

Å per capita = 11.8 
 

IMS Health, 2011 
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Spendingé 

Drug companies spent  

$57.5 billion  

on marketing,  

dwarfing the  

$31.5 billion  

devoted to research!  
 

The Cost of Pushing Pills, 2008 
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Big Pharma CEOôs 

1. Bill Weldon - J&J     $28.7M 

2. Daniel Vasella - Novartis   $27.0M 

3. Miles White - Abbott    $25.6M 

4. Jeffrey Kindler - Pfizer    $24.7M 

5. Richard Clark - Merck   $24.6M 

6. Robert Coury - Mylan   $22.9M 

7. Kevin Sharer - Amgen   $21.1M 

8. James Mullen - Biogen Idec  $20.0M 

9. John Lechleiter - Eli Lilly   $16.5M 

10. John Martin - Gilead Sciences  $14.2M 

       Fiercepharma, 2011 
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Spending on 

antibiotics among 

kids �ž 42% 

 CDC 

MDs are supposed 

to be discouraging 

antibiotics?  


